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Welcome Back to School! 

Story Subline 
Dear Parents/Guardians: 
 
We are so excited to see our students back in the building after ending 
our 2019-2020 school year with remote learning. We are taking the 
2020-2021 school year one day at a time and are so happy to be 
starting our year off with students in the building. Our first and main 
priority is to keep our students safe and healthy while still providing the 
best education possible. Although we are starting school in person, 
there will be many adaptions we need to make to keep everyone 
healthy and safe as the year progresses. The district plan is available 
on the isd1.org website and it is filled with details of how the year will 
run. If you have not read that document yet, please do so. If you have 
any questions or concerns please contact the Rippleside office. Along 
with the district plan, this month’s newsletter is filled with additional 
information and changes that will be in effect this year. Many of the 
policies and procedures that have been followed for years at 
Rippleside will not be in place this year as changes were necessary. 
One thing that has not changed is that we want to assure you that we 
are here to be your partner in your child’s education. Whether they are 
learning in person or remote learning, we are here to help your student 
achieve their highest level of success in any way that we can. The staff 
at ISD #1 are dedicated to your child. Please contact us if you have 
any questions, concerns or comments, we value your involvement in 
our school community. We are ISD1.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Andrew G. Dokken 
Rippleside Elementary Principal 
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Food Brought into School 
We are a peanut aware school 
Aitkin Public Schools has developed its own policy 
regarding food brought into school facilities. Food 
consumed within school facilities must be prepared 
within the school, or commercially prepared. 
Distribution and serving of food items, including 
“treats”, which are prepared in individual homes are 
not allowed.  

Increased Federal and State regulations prohibit the 
use of school coolers and freezer space except for 
food service items. For this reason, we ask parents 
to avoid frozen treats for birthdays unless you have 
made prior arrangements with your child’s teacher 
and you are able to bring the frozen items at snack 
time. 

Our Wellness Committee encourages parents to 
consider sending snacks and treats that may be 
higher in nutritional value. Some examples of these 
are: fruit, cheese and yogurt.  

 

 

 

School Attendance 

Daily participation is the key component to 
student success. Whether your child is remote 
learning or attending school in person, it is 
imperative that they participate as much as 
possible. Rippleside was very fortunate this 
year to receive funding to purchase i-Pads for 
all Kindergarten through 5th grade students and 
MacBook Airs for our 6th grade students. Our 
goal is that students will achieve greater 
success by having a 1-on-1 device.  

Daily attendance will be taken by each 
classroom teacher, and we will be sending out 
an automated daily attendance messenger to 
parents/guardians if your student is marked 
absent. Communication with our 
parents/guardians is a top priority for our staff 
each and every day, and this is just one of the 
ways we plan to stay in contact with you. To 
excuse your child’s absence, you can either, 
send a note OR call the office and speak with 

someone directly. Notes are not required to 
be sent to teachers anymore. If you must pick 
your student up early from school for an 
appointment or personal reasons, please send 
a note to the office and once you arrive at the 
school, please call the office to inform us you 
have arrived and a Rippleside staff member will 
walk your child out.  
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Transportation 

Morning Drop-off/End of Day Pickup 

MORNING 

The morning and afternoon drop off and pick up 
will look a little bit different this year to help 
maintain social distancing. If you drop your child 
off at school in the morning, we will now have you 
pull up in front of Woock Field, where staff will be 
waiting to escort your child to the main doors of 
the school. Kindergarten-3rd grade students will 
enter through the door near the Children’s Center 
#2 and students in grades 4-6 will enter through 
the main door #1. 

WHILE SCHOOL IS IN SESSION 

Late Arrival: If you need to drop your child off 
after our first bell rings at 8:25, you may pull up to 
the front of the school outside the main entrance, 
and drop your child off. Please stay parked until 
your child makes it to the main door. The office 
staff will buzz them into the building. *A phone call 
will be acceptable to excuse their tardy if you 
cannot send them in with a note. 

Early Pickup: If you need to pick your child up 
from school early, please send a note to the office 
and call us at 927-4838 once you arrive. A 
Rippleside staff member will escort your student 
outside.  

END OF DAY 

If you pick your child up at the end of the day, your 
child will wait in their classroom with staff 
supervision until the buses depart. Once buses 
depart, your child will be escorted onto the 
sidewalk by school staff where they will go to your 
vehicle. We ask that you do not get out of your 
vehicle once you see your student. We need to do 
all we can to practice social distancing at all times. 
If you want to pick your child up at the end of the 
school day, parents must be in the pick-up line. 
No parents will be allowed to enter the building.  

 

If your child requires school transportation 
to and from school, please be sure to fill 
out a Transportation Request Form, which 
can be found at the rippleside office or on 
our website www.isd1.org. To ensure that 
we will always have enough space on our 
buses so we can practice social 
distancing, to minimize exposure from 
occasional riders, and make sure we can 
quickly switch to a hybrid model if 
necessary daily bus passes will not be 
permitted this year. Examples of daily 
bus passes include: going to a friend’s 
house, grandma and grandpa’s house and 
non-school sponsored activities. 

The only bus passes that will be 
permitted this year will be for routine 
secondary locations. Examples include: 
regular daycare and split households. 

If an emergency should arise and a daily 
bus pass is needed to transport a student, 
please contact the bus garage directly at 
218-429-0241 to see if your request can 
be accommodated.  

http://www.isd1.org/


 
  

Masks – Required While in the Building 

Masks are required to be worn by all students in 
grades K-6 and all staff members at all times during 
the day. The only times masks will be allowed to be 
taken off are during recess, phy. ed., and while 
students are eating or drinking. Classrooms may 
have brief periods of time in their schedules for mask 
breaks. Please check with your child’s teacher if you 
have any questions regarding your child’s classroom 
schedule. If your child has a medical reason or a 
requirement in their IEP that will prevent them from 
wearing a mask, a face shield may be worn as a 
substitute once the District Face Covering 
Exemption form is filled out or a medical note is 
provided.  

ONLINE PAYMENTS now live on Infinite Campus 

You can now pay your family lunch account or 
assigned fees through your Infinite Campus 
Parent Portal app! If you choose to utilize the 
online payments option, please keep in mind 
there is a service fee of $1.00 to use eChecking 
and a service fee of $3.00 for credit/debit cards. 
Cards accepted are Visa and MasterCard. You 
also have the option to set up recurring 
payments. There is an instruction guide located 
at the Rippleside office or on our website at 
www.isd1.org/rippleside 



 
 

 
  

VOLUNTEERS 

Our volunteers are so important to our school 
community and we greatly appreciate everything 
that gets done every year because of your effort. 
Unfortunately, due to current circumstances this 
year, we cannot allow volunteers into the building in 
an effort to keep our students and staff as safe and 
healthy as possible.   

If and when we are able to invite our volunteers back 
into the building to work in classrooms and with our 
students, we will send out notices through our 
Facebook page and monthly newsletter.  

Thank you to all the volunteers that have contributed 
to our school and students over the years. You will 
be greatly missed during this time and we cannot 
wait until we can invite you back to Rippleside. 

Juice/Milk     $.35 

Breakfast    $1.50 

*Kindergarteners will still receive free 
breakfast* 

Lunch     $2.60 

 

If you have not filled out a free and reduced 
meal application for the 2020-2021 school 
year and are interested in completing one, 
they are available on the website or at the 
Rippleside office.  

 

Meal guests will not be allowed at this time. If 
this changes at any point during the school 
year, there will be notices sent out with more 
information.  

 

Thank you for your understanding and we look 
forward to the day we can allow guests back to 
school to share meals with our students.  

Volunteering/Visitors – Not Permitted at this time 

2020-2021 Meal Prices 

VISITORS 

In an effort to keep Rippleside as safe as 
possible, we will not be able to allow visitors into 
the building for non-emergencies. Please be 
sure to check your child’s backpack daily before 
they leave school to ensure they have all the 
materials they will need for the day. Some 
examples of things to be mindful of are: gym 
shoes on Phy. Ed. Days, library books, 
homework, sweatshirts, lunch boxes and water 
bottles. 

*If your student will be bringing a water bottle to 
school (it is strongly encouraged), please make 
sure it has their name clearly marked, and that it 
is brought home each day for washing. The 
water fountains will not be available during this 
time, only the bottle fillers.*  



 
 
  

Monthly Meeting 

Any new PTO members? Come to our meeting! 
The first meeting of the PTO will be on Monday, 
September 21, 2020 at 5:30 in the Rippleside 
Media Center.  

The meetings are usually held on the 3rd Monday 
of each month. Everyone is welcome! 

Childcare will not be provided, but children are 
allowed to attend the meeting with their parent.  

Everyone is welcome to become part of the PTO! 

 

There will be NO fall fundraiser this 
year. We will keep people posted 
about a possible spring fundraiser.  

PTO NEWS & EVENTS 

NO Fall Fundraiser NO Childcare Provided 
at Conferences 

There will not be childcare provided 
during entrance conferences this 
year.   

Golden Gobbler Award 

A HUGE thank you to all the teachers who 
have worked so hard throughout the 
summer in preparation for the 2020-2021 
school year. Please continue to fill out 
Golden Gobbler nominations for our 
amazing staff. Each month parents and 
Rippleside staff will be able to nominate 
any employee (teacher, custodian, bus 
driver, paraprofessional, secretary, etc.) 
of Rippleside that they think has done an 
exceptional job. 

Nomination slips can be found at the 
Rippleside Office.   



 
 
  

School Pictures – SAVE THE DATE 

School pictures will take place on 
Thursday, September 17, 2020. 
Classrooms will go down at a scheduled 
time to ensure social distancing. Order 
packets will be sent home with students 
and there is also an online link you can use 
to place your order.  

inter-state.com/flyerentry/52605N 

Order code is: 52605N 

Kid’s Club 

Morning Hours: 6:45 AM - 8:05 AM 

Evening Hours: 3:00 PM - 5:30 PM 

Rates: We have switched to weekly rates only 
for this current school year due to COVID 
guidelines that we must follow. You will still be 
able to register for the days that you need; 
however, you will still be charged the weekly 
rate. 

AM Only Rate - $20 per week 

PM Only Rate- $50 per week 

AM/PM Rate - $70 per week 

Full Day (days off from school) - $30 per day  

For more information, please contact Kids 
Club by emailing bbourassa@isd1.org or 
visiting our Community Education tab at 
www.isd1.org 

Hours:  3:10-4:45 
Dates:  September 14 - October 30th 

(14 sessions) 
Cost:   $100/session 
Grades:  2-6 
Min:   15 Max: 40 
 
Register through Community Education 
 
Session 1: Monday/Thursday 
Session 2: Tuesday/Friday 
 
Class will be held outside behind Rippleside, 
weather permitting.  We will have a snack right 
after school, then do 30 minutes of fitness 
activities and 30-45 minutes of a game - 
kickball, flag-football, soccer, etc. Depending 
on registration numbers, we will break kids into 
groups based on age. 
 

FIT Kid’s Club 



 
  

SEPTEMBER MENU 



 
 

 

RIPPLESIDE SPECIALIST CALENDAR 

Every issue of our newsletter will include 
the monthly menu. On this menu you will 
find the Day “number” that corresponds 
with that date.  

This becomes important in knowing which 
day your student is going to the library so 
books are returned timely, and which days 
they have Phy. Ed. so they are sure to have 
tennis shoes for the day. This is our way of 
communicating your student’s specialist 
schedule with you. Please take the time to 
read the entire newsletter each month as 
phone calls could be minimized to the 
school and we can focus on our priority: 

giving your student(s) the best education 
experience possible. At this time, visitors 
for non-emergencies will not be allowed 
into the building in an effort to keep our 
students safe and minimize exposure. We 
ask that students are sent with everything 
they need each morning so they are 
equipped for the day.  

Friday, September 11, 2020 will be day 1.
   

PBIS MONTHLY THEMES FOR 2020-2021 

October – Appropriate Ways to Handle Conflict 

November – Respect 

December – Random Acts of Kindness 

January – Healthy Relationships 

February – Problem Solving 

March – Anger Management 

April – Personal Responsibility for Self and Others 

May – Staying Strong 

September Focus: School-Wide Expectations 


