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Dear Parents, 

 
SPRING TIME: 
 
Spring time is here. The spring 
weather tends to be the start of 
severe weather in the state of 
MN, therefore the Department of 
Public Safety has declared the 
week of April 8-12, 2019 Severe 
Weather Awareness Week. We 
will also be having a severe 
weather drill during this week in 
order to familiarize staff and stu-
dents with proper procedures in 
the event that we should experi-
ence severe weather. 
 
PARENT ASSIGNMENT: 
 
I would like to give parents of 
primary students a few tips for 
reading with your child in the 
home.  
 
~ Stop and ask about the pictures 
and about what is happening in 
the story. 
 
~ Read from a variety of chil-
dren’s books, including fairy ta-
les, song books, poems, and in-
formation books. 
 
~ Set aside special reading time 
(and a special reading place). 
Setting a designated reading time 
helps in several ways. First, it 
allows a parent to plan their day 
more effectively and make time 
for reading. It also helps the 
child, especially reluctant read-
ers, to think of reading as a nor-
mal scheduled daily activity. 
 
~ Read with emotion. Reading 
with emotion draws a child into 
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the story in a way that is much 
more memorable and enjoyable. 
It also helps them to better under-
stand how words can describe 
something sad, happy, or exciting. 
 
~ Let your child turn the pages. 
Besides being enjoyable, this ac-
tivity helps more active children 
stay focused on the book. 

Source: K-12 Reading 
Instructional Ideas  

 
MCA TESTING:  
 
I was reminded the other day 
while visiting a classroom how 
quickly the school year has gone. 
With MCA tests around the cor-
ner, I want to remind parents how 
important reading to your child 
can be for their education. Also, 
please consider sleep and break-
fast each day as we prepare our 
students to be their best each and 
every day. The MCA assessment 
schedule can be found under the 
Quick Links section on the Rip-
pleside Webpage.  
 
PBIS IN THE HOME: 
 
Our teaching focus area for the 
month of April will be PERSON-
AL RESPONSIBILITY FOR SELF 
AND OTHERS 
Some suggestions on how to keep 
your child VERY SAFE in your 
home include: 
 
Provide your child with a quiet 
place to do homework. 

 
Make sure your child gets supper 
and plenty of sleep. 
 
Everyday, ask your child questions 
about what they learn at school. 
 
Make sure your child brings to 
school everything they need i.e. 
outside clothes, phy-ed shoes, 
homework, backpack, books etc. 

 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Jesse C. Peterson 
Rippleside Elementary Principal 
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Due to school being cancelled on Thursday, Janu-

ary 31st, we will have a make-up day for STU-

DENTS AND STAFF on Monday, April 22, 2019. 

This was previously scheduled as a no school day. 

It will be Day 5 on our specialist calendar.  

 

 

Make-up Snow Day 

 

Minnesota Youth Reading 
Awards (MYRA) 

Students at Rippleside have had the opportunity to 

read books and vote for a book to receive a special 

Minnesota book award. Students in grades 4-6 were 

encouraged to participate in the Maud Hart Love-

lace category by reading at least 3 (out of 10) nomi-

nated books in their age group. Students in grades 1

-3 listened to teachers read at least 8 (out of 10) 

nominated picture books for the Star of the North 

Award. Voting will end March 28th and be sent to 

MYRA to be tallied. The announcement party will 

be held in Roseville and includes cake, book sales, 

and next year's book nominations. See the flyer in-

sert for details and ask your child about their favor-

ite books!  
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Minnesota Comprehensive Assessments (MCAs) 

What are statewide tests? 

Statewide tests are annual, summative 

measurements of student achievement 

that are used, along with many other 

school and classroom assessments, to 

evaluate student learning and skills. 

Specifically, the Minnesota statewide 

tests assess achievement of the Minne-

sota Academic Standards in mathemat-

ics, reading, and science and language 

proficiency development for English 

learners. Some forms of assessment 

occur on a daily basis, others occur at 

the end of a unit of instruction, and 

others at the end of a semester or 

course. Schools use objective, stand-

ardized assessments to validly measure 

students’ learning against benchmarks 

of academic achievement. The Minne-

sota statewide tests function as one 

part of a comprehensive system for 

evaluating student learning. 

How is statewide testing data 

used?  

Information from statewide tests is 

used in a number of ways. The state 

uses the aggregated test scores to re-

port to the public and the U.S. Depart-

ment of Education how Minnesota stu-

dents are performing in school. 

Statewide test data help the state eval-

uate the progress schools are making in 

reducing achievement gaps among stu-

dent groups. Schools and districts use 

the assessment results to measure their 

progress in improving student learning 

over time. Educators use individual 

scores to gauge students’ relative 

strengths and areas of need, and they 

use aggregated results to adjust curric-

ulum and instruction. Parents use the 

scores in their decision-making process 

when choosing schools for their chil-

dren. Parents, students, and educators 

may also use test results to determine 

whether or not students are on-track 

for success in future grade levels, col-

lege and careers. 

 

Rippleside Testing 

Dates: 

 

March 4—May 3 

Grades 3-6 MTAS (if eligible) 

April 3-5 

Grades 3, 4, 6 MCA Reading 

April 10-12 

Grade 5 MCA Reading 

April 15-17 

Grades 3, 4, 6 MCA Math 

April 22-24 

Grade 5 MCA Math 

April 29 

Grade 5 MCA Science 

April 8, 18, 25, 26, 30 

Grades 3-6 Makeups as needed 

 

Make sure your child gets 

plenty of rest and a healthy 

breakfast on testing days. 

 



Kindergarten Registration 

 

Calling all parents of incoming Kindergarten-

ers! Kindergarten registration will be held on 

Wednesday, April 24, 2019 at 9:30AM and  

3:45PM. You only need to attend one of these 

sessions, please choose the one that works 

best in your schedule. This will only take ap-

proximately 30 minutes to complete. Please 

bring a copy of your kindergartener’s birth 

certificate and updated immunization record 

if you have not already turned them in to the 

Aitkin Children’s Center. We are looking for-

ward to a new class of kindergarteners! 

 
LEGO Drive! 

The Science department needs your help! Ripple-

side will now be colleting CLASSIC LEGO’s that 

our students will be able  to use to create images 

and words on a LEGO wall in our school! As we all 

know, LEGOs are very expensive, so we are look-

ing for parents and older kids to drag out their 

unused LEGOs from their basements and storage 

and put them to good use once again! If you have 

any LEGOs you would like to donate, please con-

tact Rippleside Elementary School at 218-927-

4838 or Science Teacher, Ms. Besch at 

bbesch@isd1.org or 218-927-2115 ext. 2305. 

Thank you! 

 

Pictured to the right is an example of what we hope to cre-

ate. 
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Rippleside Elementary 

PTO News 

Monthly Meetings 

Golden Gobbler 

The next PTO meeting will be 

April 15, 2019 at 5:30PM  in the 

Media Center at Rippleside. 

Meetings are typically held the 

third Monday of the month. 

There will not be childcare this 

year, but feel free to bring your 

children to the meeting. 

The Ripplside PTO has created 

the Golden Gobbler Award in 

an effort to recognize the many 
wonderful workers who make 

up Rippleside Elementary. 

Each month parents and Rip-
pleside employees will be able 

to nominate any employee 

(Teacher, Paraprofessional, 

Custodian, Bus Driver, Secretary, 

etc) of Rippleside that they think 
has done an exceptional job. This 

month the Golden Gobbler is 

Katie Cline! 

 
 
 
 

6th grade graduation 
will be on Friday, 
May 24th. If you 
would like to volun-
teer, please contact 
PTO. 
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PTO Fundraiser IMPORTANT 

DATES AND TIMES.  THANK 

YOU for participating in another 

fundraiser. Fundraiser packets 

were due on Monday, March 

25th. Distribution is on Wednes-

day, April 17th from 3:15—6:00. 

This is a time change! Also, the 

PTO is in need of adult volunteers 

to help with organizing the pizzas 

starting at 1:15PM on April 17th 

before distribution. The ice cream 

party for those who sold 25 or 

more pizzas will be scheduled 

soon! 

Heggie’s Pizza Fundraiser 

PTO Funded 

This Month: 
 

 Music Department Field 

Trip 

THANK YOU for shopping  

AmazonSmile! We received 

$188.00 from Amazon in the 

last quarter! 



  

April Menu 

April 1st—5th—5th 

Grade Artist in 

Residency 

April 1st—2nd 

Grade to Reif Cen-

ter 

April 3rd—6th—

Beauty & the Beast 

Musical at H.S. 

April 5th—

Kindergarten & 1st 

to Reif Center 

April 11th—

Farm2School 

Lunch 

April 15th—4th 

Grade AG in the 

classroom 

April 17th—

Heggies Pizza Dis-

tribution 3:15—

6:00 

April 19th—NO 

SCHOOL 

April 22nd—

School IS IN SES-

SION 

April 23rd—ASK 

Ends 

April 23rd—

Skydome 2nd—6th 

Grade 

April 24th—

Kindergarten Reg-

istration 

April 26th—5th 

Math Masters to 

Grand Rapids 

 

Schedule of 

Events 
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AITKIN PUBLIC 
SCHOOLS 

This would be a good place to insert a short paragraph about your organization. It 

might include the purpose of the organization, its mission, founding date, and a brief 

history. You could also include a brief list of the types of products, services, or 

programs your organization offers, the geographic area covered (for example, western 

U.S. or European markets), and a profile of the types of customers or members served.  

It would also be useful to include a contact name for readers who want more 

information about the organization. 

PBIS MONTHLY THEMES FOR   2018-2019 

 
 
May – Staying Strong 
 
 
 
 

Aitkin Public Schools 
Primary Business Address 

Your Address Line 2 
Your Address Line 3 
Your Address Line 4 

 
Phone: 555-555-5555 

Fax: 555-555-5555 
E-mail: someone@example.com 

YOUR LOGO HERE 

 
Aitkin Public Schools 

Rippleside Elementary 
225 2nd Avenue SW 

Aitkin, MN 56431 

 

www.isd1.org/rippleside 
Phone: 927-4838 

Fax: 927-4608 

“Empowering students to 

be life-long learners.” 

The Ripple Effect: Catch the Wave 

 

  We are respectful 

                 Always responsible 

          Very safe 

Excellent attitude 

 

April focus: Personal Responsibility for Self and Others 

Farm 2 School Lunch 

 April 11, 2019 

 Menu: Farm fresh spaghet-
ti, homemade garlic bread, 
grapes, romaine salad and 
a homemade dessert! 

 Provided by:  Hamburger 
provided by Hollister Fami-
ly Farm, garlic bread pro-
vided by Maple Ridge Bak-
ing Co. 

 Adult Guest Price: $4.05 

 Child Guest Price: $3.55 

 RSVP by April 4th on our 
school website http://
home.isd1.org/
rippleside.html or call the 
the Rippleside office at 218-
927-4838. 

 

 

Recycle-Recycle-Recycle 

10 

Science teacher, Ms. Besch, is in need of extra 2-liter pop bottles 

for some fun science experiments. If you have extras that you are 

willing to donate,  you may drop them off at the Rippleside office. 

Any amount she can collect would be appreciated! 


